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Rugby Europe International Championships 

After precursor competitions in the 1930s and 1950s FIRA launched its annual Nations Cup in 1965. The teams were divided into a top tier A 
Division and a second tier B Division playing round robin matches with promotion and relegation between them (later a C Division was added, and 
the label of the divisions changed several times). Beginning with 1973/74, the competition was renamed to FIRA Trophy. 
2000 - 2016, the competition was reorganized as the European Nations Cup for all those nations not playing in the Six Nations. So sometimes it is 
also referred to as European amateur championship. In 2017, it was renamed to the Rugby Europe International Championship. There is still 
promotion and relegation between the up to seven divisions. 

  Champions Final Runners-up Third place 

Unofficial European Championship 

1935, Apr 221 Roma ITA FRA 44:6 ITA --- 

1936, May 14 - 172 Berlin GER FRA 19:14 GER ITA 

1937, Oct 10 - 173 Paris FRA FRA 43:5 ITA GER 

1938, May 15 - 224 București ROU  FRA --- GER ROU 

European Cup (Knockout Tournaments) 

1952, May 17 Milano ITA FRA 17:8 ITA --- 

1954, Apr 11 - 24 Roma ITA FRA 39:12 ITA --- 

FIRA Nations Cup 

1965, Oct 17 - 1966, Nov 06 --- FRA b --- ITA ROU 

1966, Nov 27 - 1967, May 28 --- FRA b --- ROU ITA 

1967, Oct 29 - 1968, Jun 02 --- FRA b --- ROU TCH 

1968, Oct 27 - 1969, Nov 09 --- ROU --- FRA b TCH 

1969, Nov 09 - 1970, Oct 25 --- FRA b --- ROU ITA 

1970, Nov 29 - 1971, May 09 --- FRA b --- ROU MAR 

1971, Dec 11 - 1972, May 21 --- FRA b --- ROU MAR 

1972, Nov 27 - 1973, Jun 03 --- FRA b --- ROU ESP 

FIRA Trophy 

1973, Nov 11 - 1974, May 19 --- FRA b --- ROU ESP 

1974, Oct 13 - 1975, May 10 --- ROU --- FRA b ITA 

1975, Oct 25 - 1976, May 15 --- FRA b --- ITA ROU 

1976, Oct 17 - 1977, Jul 01 --- ROU --- FRA b ITA 

1977, Oct 02 - 1978, May 28 --- FRA b --- ROU ESP 

1978, Nov 18 - 1979, May 20 --- FRA b --- ROU URS 

1979, Sep 30 - 1980, May 18 --- FRA b --- ROU ITA 

1980, Oct 01 - 1981, May 17 --- ROU --- FRA b ITA 

1981, Oct 25 - 1982, May 22 --- FRA b --- ITA ROU 

1982, Oct 24 - 1983, May 22 --- ROU --- ITA URS 

1983, Oct 30 - 1984, May 27 --- FRA b --- ROU ITA 

1984, Oct 06 - 1985, May 31 --- FRA b --- URS ITA 

1985, Oct 20 - 1987, May 09 --- FRA b --- URS ROU 

1987, Oct 25 - 1989, Jun 02 --- FRA b --- URS ROU 

1989, Oct 22 - 1990, May 27 --- FRA b --- URS ROU 

1990, Sep 30 - 1992, May 28 --- FRA b --- ITA ROU 

1992, Oct 01 - 1994, May 28 --- FRA b --- ITA ROU 

1994, Oct 15 - 1996, May 255 Grenoble FRA ITA 40:32 FRA --- 

1996, Sep 22 - 1997, May 176 Madrid ESP ESP 25:18 POR POL 

1997, Oct 25 - 1998, Jun 027 --- LAT --- LTU SUI 

1998, Sep 26 - 1999, May 298 --- RUS --- UKR CZE 

European Nations Cup 

2000, Feb 06 - Apr 02 --- ROU --- GEO MAR 

2001, Feb 04 - Apr 08 --- GEO --- ROU RUS 

2002, Feb 03 - Apr 07 --- ROU --- GEO RUS 

2003, Feb 16 - 2004, Mar 27 --- POR --- ROU GEO 

2004, Nov 20 - 2006, Jun 10 --- ROU --- GEO POR 

2007, Feb 03 - 2008, May 10 --- GEO --- RUS ROU 

2008, Nov 08 - 2009, May 02 --- GEO --- RUS POR 

2010, Feb 06 - Mar 27 --- ROU --- GEO RUS 

 
1 This single match is not recognized as official test match by the French Rugby Union. 
2 Olympic Four Nations Tournament 
3 Tournament at the World Exposition 
4 Three Nations Tournament 
5 Due to preparation for the 1995 World Cup the format in the top division was changed into a preliminary round without FRA, ITA and ROU, following by a pool round 
(two groups) of the best ten teams including FRA, ITA and ROU and ending with a final match of both group winners on Mar 22, 1997. 
6 The tournament consisted of pool round followed by a knockout stage. FRA, ITA and ROU did not participate. 
7 Only weaker nations took part, because the strongest 15 member nations played the World Cup qualifiers. 
8 As the World Cup qualifiers were still in progress only weaker nations took part. 
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2011, Feb 05 - Aug 20 --- GEO --- ROU POR 

2012, Feb 04 - Jun 09 --- GEO --- ESP ROU 

2013, Feb 02 - Mar 16 --- GEO --- ROU RUS 

2014, Feb 01 - Mar 15 --- GEO --- ROU RUS 

2015, Feb 07 - Mar 21 --- GEO --- ROU ESP 

2016, Feb 06 - Mar 19 --- GEO --- ROU RUS 

Rugby Europe International Championship 

2017, Feb 11 - Mar 189 --- GEO --- RUS GER 

2018, Feb 10 - Mar 1810 --- GEO --- RUS GER 

2019, Feb 09 - Mar 17 --- GEO --- ESP ROU 

2020, Feb 01 - 2021, Feb 0711 --- GEO --- ESP ROU 

2021, Mar 06 - Dec 1812 --- GEO --- ROU POR 

2022, Feb 05 - Mar 20 --- GEO --- ESP ROU 

2023, Feb 04 - Mar 20 Badajoz ESP GEO 38:11 POR ROU 

2024, Feb 03 - Mar 17 Paris FRA GEO 36:10 POR ESP 

2025, Jan 31 - Mar 16 Tbilisi GEO GEO 46:28 ESP ROU 

      

 

 
9 Ranking was changed as BEL, ESP and ROU fielded one or more ineligible players on several games. 
10 Ranking was changed as BEL, ESP and ROU fielded one or more ineligible players on several games. 
11 The competition was suspended on 2020, Mar 13 with only three matches remaining (scheduled on Mar 14) due to the COVID-19 pandemic. On 2020, Oct 20 the 
missing three games (rescheduled on Nov 01 + 15) were suspended in 2020. These last games were played on 2021, Feb 07. 
12 Some matches haven’t been played in February due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. These matches were played late that year. 
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