
European Rugby Champions Cup © Stephan Müller 
 2025-07-10 

 1 Back to overview 

European Rugby Champions Cup 

Initiated by the Five Nations Committee this “Champions League of Rugby clubs” was established in 1995/96. The competition sponsored originally 
by a brewery was under the management of the IRB-controlled European Rugby Cup Ltd. (ERC). Due to the stricter alcohol advertising law in 
France the Heineken Cup was known there as the H Cup. 
In spring 2014 a new system of cross-border competitions in European professional rugby was agreed. Succeeding the Heineken Cup, the European 
Rugby Champions Cup was introduced. All the new club competitions are organized by the European Professional Club Rugby (EPCR) (new 
association following the former ERC Ltd.). 
Participants are the top teams of Europe's top leagues: English Premiership 6 teams, French Top14 6 teams and Pro12 7 teams (at least one team 
from each participating country IRL, ITA, SCO and WAL) plus one qualifier from a playoff between next ranked teams of these three leagues. 

 Venue Champions Final Runners-up 

Heineken Cup 

1996, Jan 06 Cardiff WAL Stade Toulousain FRA 21:18aet Cardiff RFC WAL 

1997, Jan 25 Cardiff WAL C.A. Brive FRA 28:9 Leicester Tigers ENG 

1998, Jan 31 Bordeaux FRA Bath Rugby ENG 19:18 C.A. Brive FRA 

1999, Jan 30 Dublin IRL Ulster Rugby IRL 21:6 U.S. Colomiers FRA 

2000, May 27 London ENG Northampton Saints ENG 9:8 Munster Rugby IRL 

2001, May 19 Paris FRA Leicester Tigers ENG 34:30 Stade Français Paris FRA 

2002, May 25 Cardiff WAL Leicester Tigers ENG 15:9 Munster Rugby IRL 

2003, May 24 Dublin IRL Stade Toulousain FRA 22:17 U.S. Arlequins Perpignan FRA 

2004, May 23 London ENG London Wasps ENG 27:20 Stade Toulousain FRA 

2005, May 22 Edinburgh SCO Stade Toulousain FRA 18:12aet Stade Français Paris FRA 

2006, May 20 Cardiff WAL Munster Rugby IRL 23:19 Biarritz Olympique FRA 

2007, May 20 London ENG London Wasps ENG 25:9 Leicester Tigers ENG 

2008, May 24 Cardiff WAL Munster Rugby IRL 16:13 Stade Toulousain FRA 

2009, May 23 Edinburgh SCO Leinster Rugby IRL 19:16 Leicester Tigers ENG 

2010, May 22 St. Denis FRA Stade Toulousain FRA 21:19 Biarritz Olympique FRA 

2011, May 21 Cardiff WAL Leinster Rugby IRL 33:22 Northampton Saints ENG 

2012, May 19 London ENG Leinster Rugby IRL 42:14 Ulster Rugby IRL 

2013, May 18 Dublin IRL RC Toulon FRA 16:15 ASM Clermont Auvergne FRA1 

2014, May 24 Cardiff WAL RC Toulon FRA 23:  6 Saracens London ENG 

European Rugby Champions Cup 

2015, May 02 London ENG RC Toulon FRA 24:18 ASM Clermont Auvergne FRA 

2016, May 14 Lyon FRA Saracens London ENG 21:9 Racing 92 Colombes FRA 

2017, May 13 Edinburgh SCO Saracens London ENG 28:17 ASM Clermont Auvergne FRA 

2018, May 12 Bilbao ESP Leinster Rugby IRL 15:12 Racing 92 Colombes FRA 

2019, May 11 Newcastle ENG Saracens London ENG 20:10 Leinster Rugby IRL 

2020, Oct 172 Bristol ENG Exeter Chiefs ENG 31:27 Racing 92 Colombes FRA 

2021, May 22 London ENG3 Stade Toulousain FRA 22:17 Stade Rochelais FRA 

2022, May 28 Marseille FRA Stade Rochelais FRA 24:21 Leinster Rugby IRL 

2023, May 20 Dublin IRL Stade Rochelais FRA 27:26 Leinster Rugby IRL 

2024, May 25 London ENG Stade Toulousain FRA 31:22aet Leinster Rugby IRL 

2025, May 24 Cardiff WAL Union Bordeaux Bègles FRA 28:20 Northampton Saints ENG 

European Player of the Year 

20104 Ronan O’Gara IRL Munster Rugby 
2011 Sean O’Brian IRL Leinster Rugby 
2012 Rob Kearney IRL Leinster Rugby 
2013 Jonny Wilkinson ENG RC Toulon 
2014 Steffon Armitage ENG RC Toulon 
2015 Nick Abendanon ENG ASM Clermont Auvergne 
2016 Maro Itoje ENG Saracens London 
2017 Owen Farrell ENG Saracens London 
2018 Leone Nakarawa FIJ Racing 92 Colombes 
2019 Alex Goode ENG Saracens London 
2020 Sam Simmonds ENG Exeter Chiefs 
2021 Antoine Dupont FRA Stade Toulousain 
2022 Josh van der Flier IRL Leinster Rugby 
2023 Grégory Alldritt FRA Stade Rochelais 
2024 Antoine Dupont FRA Stade Toulousain 
2025 Damian Penaud FRA Union Bordeaux Bègles 

 
1 ASM Clermont Auvergne is former A.S. Montferrand 
2 Originally planned on May 23 in Marseille FRA but suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The restart was on Sep 19 with the quarter final matches. 
3 Originally planned in Marseille FRA but relocated due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
4 Awarded for the previous 15 seasons 
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