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European Rugby Challenge Cup 

In 1996/97 the European Rugby Cup Ltd. (ERC) established the second tier European Shield competition for those teams of the three European 
top leagues do not qualify for the Heineken Cup and sometimes participants from countries like ITA, ROU, POR and ESP. It was renamed to 
European Challenge Cup in 2002/03.  
The second-tier competition in the new system is the European Rugby Challenge Cup succeeding the European Challenge Cup in 2014/15. 
Participants are the remaining 18 teams of the three Europe's top leagues plus two qualifiers from the qualifying competition organized together with 
Rugby Europe. 

 Venue Champions Final Runners-up 

European Shield 

1997, Jan 26 Béziers FRA C.S. Bourgoin Jallieu FRA 18:9 Castres Olympique FRA 

1998, Feb 02 Toulouse FRA U.S. Colomiers FRA 43:5 S.U. Agen FRA 

1999, Feb 27 Lyon FRA A.S. Montferrand FRA 35:16 C.S. Bourgoin Jallieu FRA 

2000, May 28 Toulouse FRA Section Paloise Rugby Pro Pau FRA 34:21 Castres Olympique FRA 

2001, May 20 Reading ENG NEC Harlequins London ENG 42:33aet RC Narbonne Méditerranée FRA 

2002, May 26 Oxford ENG Sale Sharks Stockport ENG 25:22 Pontypridd RFC WAL 

European Challenge Cup 

2003, May 25 Reading ENG London Wasps ENG 48:28 Bath Rugby ENG 

2004, May 22 Reading ENG NEC Harlequins London ENG 27:26 A.S. Montferrand FRA 

2005, May 21 Oxford ENG Sale Sharks Stockport ENG 27:3 Section Paloise Rugby Pro Pau FRA 

2006, May 21 London ENG Gloucester RC ENG 36:34 London Irish ENG 

2007, May 19 London ENG ASM Clermont Auvergne FRA 22:16 Bath Rugby ENG 

2008, May 25 Gloucester ENG Bath Rugby ENG 24:16 Worcester Warriors ENG 

2009, May 22 London ENG Northampton Saints ENG 15:3 C.S. Bourgoin Jallieu FRA 

2010, May 23 Marseille FRA Cardiff Blues WAL 28:21 RC Toulon FRA 

2011, May 20 Cardiff WAL Harlequins London ENG 19:18 Stade Français Paris FRA 

2012, May 18 London ENG Biartitz Olympique FRA 21:18 RC Toulon FRA 

2013, May 17 Dublin IRL Leinster Rugby IRL 34:13 Stade Français Paris FRA 

2014, May 23 Cardiff WAL Northampton Saints ENG 30:16 Bath Rugby ENG 

European Rugby Challenge Cup 

2015, May 01 London ENG Gloucester RFC ENG 19:13 Edinburgh Rugby SCO 

2016, May 13 Lyon FRA Montpellier Hérault RC FRA 26:19 Harlequins London ENG  

2017, May 12 Edinburgh SCO Stade Français Paris FRA 25:17 Gloucester RFC ENG 

2018, May 11 Bilbao ESP Cardiff Blues WAL 31:30 Gloucester RFC ENG 

2019, May 10 Newcastle ENG ASM Clermont Auvergne FRA 36:16 Stade Rochelais FRA 

2020, Oct 161 Aix-en-Provence FRA Bristol Bears ENG 32:19 RC Toulon FRA 

2021, May 21 London ENG2 Montpellier Hérault Rugby FRA 18:17 Leicester Tigers ENG 

2022, May 27 Marseille FRA Lyon Olympique Universitaire Rugby FRA 30:12 RC Toulon FRA 

2023, May 19 Dublin IRL RC Toulon FRA 43:19 Glasgow Warriors SCO 

2024, May 24 London ENG The Sharks (Durban) RSA 36:22 Gloucester RFC ENG 

2025, May 23 Cardiff WAL Bath Rugby ENG 37:12 Lyon Olympique Universitaire Rugby FRA 

     

 

 
1 Originally planned on May 22 in Marseille FRA but suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The restart was on Sep 18 with the quarter final matches. 
2 Originally planned in Marseille FRA but relocated due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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